[Urease-negative Helicobacter pylori isolates from gastrointestinal mucosa of patients with peptic ulcer].
It is well known that Helicobacter pylori produced a large amount of urease which plays an important role in the maintenance of infection and adhesion. Two thousand three hundred and thirty-one specimens of the gastrointestinal mucosa were obtained from patients with peptic ulcer to isolate H. pylori strains. Of these specimens, 1602 strains of H. pylori were isolated and 7 urease-negative H. pylori strains were found. Biological characteristics (except urease production) of urease-negative H. pylori were in accord with urease-positive reference strains (ATCC strains). Furthermore, these urease-negative strains were confirmed to be H. pylori strains by PCR. These results suggest that the emergence of urease-negative strains pose a new problem for H. pylori infection in patients with peptic ulcer.